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Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds  Conanittee* 

GENERAL  STATISTICS, 

Area  in  acres  . . . 7,096 

Population  (estimated  at  mid-year  by  Registrar  General)  4^650 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . .  1,558 

Rateable  Value  . .  £35,709 

Product  of  1 d.  Rate  . . .  £171 


ANMJAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  ended  3'1  st  December,  1  936 . 
To  the  Thetford  Borough  Council, 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1,936. 

There  were  no  marked  changes  in  the  health  of  the  District  during  the 
year.  The  Birthrate  fell  to  17*6  per  thousand  of  the  po]pulation  but 
remains  above  the  national  rate  of  13*7,  and  the  number  of  stillbirths  fell, 
for  the  second  consecutive  year. 

The  Deathrate  fell  to  18.7  per  thousand  of  the  population  but  is  still 
much  above  the  national  rate  of  11  •7»  There  was  a  shazp  increase  in  the 
number  of  infants  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year.  Three  of  them  were 
registered  as  due  to  prematurity,  one  to  congenital  malformations  and  the 
fifth  to  endocairditis. 

Although  deaths  from  other  forms  of  cancer  fell,  those  due  to  lung 
cancer  increased.  There  is  so  much  that  needs  to  be  said  about  lung  cancer 
that  it  will  be  the  subject  of  a  special  report  in  due  course. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  but  two  fresh  cases  Y/ere 
notified..  There  were  no  vd-despread  epidemics  during  the  year. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1  949>  Regulation  20, 

During  the  year  restrictions  were  placed  on  the  sale  of  milk  from 
one  herd  owing  to  its  infection  with  tubercle  bacilli.  The  milk  v/as 
declared  free  from  infection,  and  the  restrictions  were  lifted,  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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]\IEDICAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS. 


Male.  Female*  Total. 


Live  births  .  . .  32 

Stillbirths  *••  ••*  *.*  ***  *.*  0 


30 

1 


82 

1 


POFUIATION  AT  igP-YEAR,  BIRTHS,  BIRTHRATE,  STILLBIRTHS,  STILLBIKTH  RATES, 

DURING  THE  PA, ST  FIVE  YEARS. 


■ 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1933 

1  936 

Population  •••  •••  ... 

4,333 

4,330 

4,390 

4,600 

4,630 

Births  (total)  •••  ... 

63 

94 

81 

88 

82 

Birthrate  per  -1,000  of 

population  . 

14.3 

20.7 

17.6 

19.1 

17.6 

•••  ••• 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1i 

stillbirth  rate  per  i ,000 
of  population  .  •  ... 

O'.  22 

0.44  ■ 

0^65 

0 . 43 

0.22 

Stillbirth  rate  uer  1 ,000 
total  births . . 

_i3.a„ 

20.8 

_ 33^ 

22.2 

_ _ 

DEATHS. 

All  ages  •••  *.*  •••  •••  *.* 

Infant s  under  i  yeair  •*,  •••  ••• 

Causes  of  death  of  infants  under  1  year. 

Prematurity 
Endocardlti  s 

Congenital  malformations  *• 


Male. 

33 

2 


Female. 

34 

3 


Total. 

87 

3 


•  •••  •••  0  C 


•  ••  •••  •••  ••• 


•  •  •  0  0  0 


1 

1 

0  .. 


2 

0 

1 


POPULATION  AT  MID- YEAR,  DEATHS,  DEATHRATE,  INFANT  DEATHS  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 

RATE,  DUKENG  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


1932 

1953 

1954 

1933 

1956 

Population  ...  ...  ... 

4,333 

4,330 

4,590 

4,600 

4,650 

!O00.'ths  •••  •••  ••• 

67 

67 

76 

101 

87 

Deathrate  per  1 ,000  of 

population  . . 

14.7 

14.8 

16.6 

22.0 

18.7 

Infant  Deaths  ...  ... 

....... 

3 

2 

0 

2 

3 

Infant  ifortality  Rate  per 

1  ,000  live  birbhs  .  •  • 

46 .1 

1 

21.3 

► 

0 

22.7 

60.9 
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DEATHS  moil  CERTAIN  SELECTIHD  CAUSES  DURCNG  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


Cause 

1  932 

1933 

1934 

1933 

•1956 

Tuberculo  si s  •  •  •  • .  • 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

3 

3 

Other  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  «« 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Motor  vehicle  and  other 
accidents  • • • 

3 

1 

3 

0 

0 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
abortion  . . * 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer,  all  other  sites 

13 

13 

8 

13 

3 

DEATHS  ACCDRDING-  TO  AG-ES  (coni;3iled  from  returns  submitted  by  the  District 
Registrar)' > 


Age  G-roup 

Male. 

Female . 

; - - - - — .--i 

Total. 

Under  1 

year 

•  #  # 

•  • 

• 

#  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

2 

3 

3 

1 

and  under  3 

•  •  • 

•  • 

• 

•  •  # 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

0 

1 

1 

3 

It 

If 

10 

•  •  • 

•  • 

• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

10 

n 

» 

20 

•  •  • 

•  • 

• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

20 

fi 

If 

30 

•  •  • 

•  • 

• 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

0 

0 

0 

30 

11 

ti 

43 

#  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

40 

It 

11 

30 

•  »  • 

•  • 

• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

0 

1 

30 

It 

II 

60 

•  •  • 

«  • 

• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

4 

60 

11 

II 

70 

•  •  • 

•  • 

• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10 

4 

14 

70 

11 

II 

80 

•  •  • 

•  • 

• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

19 

10 

29 

30 

11 

II 

90 

•  •  • 

•  • 

• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

17 

14 

31 

90 

and  over 

•  •  • 

•  • 

• 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

33 

34 

00 

CAUrSSS  OF  DEATH  AT  ACSS  ABOVE  1  YEAR  AND  BEL3Y/  50. 


Age  Group 

Sex 

Cause 

1  to  3 

Female 

Cirrhosis  of  liver. 

40  to  30  ■ 

Male 

Parkin  so  ni  sm. 
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DSATES  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  (Registrar  General’s  Short  List), 


r-— '  '*f 

List  No. 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculo  si s ,  re spiratory 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Diphtheria 

0  , 

0 

0 

3 

17ho oping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Meningococcad  infections 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

0 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

0 

2 

12 

Mali gnant  neopl asm,  breast 

0 

2 

2 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

0 

0 

14 

Other  malignant  and  l3mphatic  neoplasms 

3 

0 

3 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaeraia 

0 

0 

0 

16 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

1 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

8 

17 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

6 

4 

10 

19 

Hypertension  ivith  heart '  di sea se 

0 

1 

1 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

19 

8 

27 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

22 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

23 

'  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

24 

Bronchitis 

3 

0 

3 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0 

0 

0 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

0 

0 

27 

G-astri  ti  s ,  ent  eri ti  s  and  di  arrho  ea 

1' 

0 

1 

28 

Nephritis  ajid  ncphJfosis 

1 

1 

2 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

2  • 

0 

2 

30 

Pre gnancy ,  chi 1 dbi rt  h ,  abo  rt i o  n 

0 

0 

0 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

O' 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined,  diseases 

1 

II 

5 

33 

Ivbtor  vehicle  accidents 

0  ■ 

0 

0 

34 

All  other  accidents 

0 

0 

0 

35 

Suicid.e 

2' 

0 

2 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

1 

1 

All  causes 

53 

34 

87 

THE  FOLIO\^N&  TABLE  QOIvIPAaES  BIRTHI'v/iTSS .  DaATHil/^.TES.  ETC.  .  OF  THIS  DISTRICT  TOTH 

THOSE  OF  HNG-L/iHD  AHD  ¥ALES  ATT)  OF  THE  mUNISTFATIVE  COUHTY  OF  NORFOUC  IN  1956. 


England  and 
Y/ales. 

Norfolk 

Di  strict 

Bi rthr at  e  •••  ... 

15.7 

15.3 

17.6 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1  ,000  total 
hi r t h s  ••  ••• 

23.0 

21  .5 

12.0 

Deathrat  0  •••  •••  ••• 

11.7 

12.1 

18.7 

Infant  Ifortality  Rate  per  1  ,000 
live  births  ...  ...  ... 

23.8 

18.1 

60.9 

Tuberculosis  deathrat e  per  1  ,000 
population  9  a  0  ••• 

0.11 

0.06 

0.0 

lung  Cancer  deathrate  per  1  ,000 
population  •••  •••  ••• 

0.41 

0.33 

- - - 1 

0.43 

t:.— _ _ 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


Disease 

1952 

1953 

.  1954 

1955 

1956 

Tuberculosis,  all  sites  ... 

6 

.  0 

0 

1 

j 

- -  ' 

2 

Cerebro- spinal  fever  *  *  *  f 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

23 

1 

0 

1 

VAio oping  cough  ...  ... 

2 

5 

27 

2 

4 

Erysipelas  . . 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

Ib^sentery  . . 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

Measles  ...  . . 

13 

1-4A 

11 

14 

1 

Po  li  omy  eli  t  i  s  . 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Pneumonia  •••  ...  ... 

9 

10 

4  ' 

5 

6 

Pood  poisoning  ...  ... 

1 

0 

0  ■ 

/l 

0 

Infectious  jaundice  ... 

1 

0- 

0 

1 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

INFECTIOUS  Dlg-CASES  NOTIEEED  IN  1  9^6  >  3Y  AGES. 


1  Disease 

Under 

1  yr. 

1-5 

5-10'; 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

Tuberculo  si s  • . .  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Scarlet  fever  . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

lYho oping  cough  . 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  . .  • 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Measles  ...  ...  ... 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Pneumoni a  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

6 

Infectious  jaundice  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 
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I]M?ECriOUS  DISEASES  NQTIMED  IN  1956  ,  BY  MONTH  OF  WOTIffl CATION. 


Di sease 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

%)1. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

— 

Total 

I  ’ 

Tuberculosis 

i 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Scairlet  fever 

i.- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Whooping  cough 

1 

1 

i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  ‘  • 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

"0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Pneumoni a 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Infectious 

jaundice 

- ■  ■  ■ —  I 

0 

----- 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0  ' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■1 

1 

THE  ^LLOY/ING  TA3L^  SHOWS  TIiS  OF  CAS3S  ON  THE  TUBERCULDSIS  REGISTER 

AT  31  ST  DE-aEI^.iIIBR,  195^  ,  ODI^ARW  VTI'TH  31  ST  DE(T1/BSR,"  19^3^ 


T -  - 1 

1 

\ 

Re^oiratory 

— 

Non-respi ratory 

1 

Grand 

Total 

Male 

.. 

Female 

. 

Total 

Male 

Female  j  Total 

31.12.55 

7 

20 

3 

2 

5 

25 

31  .12.56 

7 

14 

21 

4 

2 

6 

27 

I.  should  like  to  thank  the  Chaiman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  and  my  colleagues  on  the  staff,  for  their  continued  support  and  help 
during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  N.  C.  Me  CURDY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Headth. 
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PUBUC  HBAIITH  INSPEOTOR’ S  REPORT 


for  the  year  1  956 . 

SANITARY  CIRaB.''iSrANCES  OF  TPIE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  iDublic  supplj^  is  derived  from  a  deep  well  into  chalk  ndthin  the 
distxdct  boundary.  The  supply  has  remained  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity  thraughout  the  year.  A^pruximately  249,920  gallons  of  water 
were  puirped  per  day  of  which  179,920  gallons  per  day  y/ere  used  for  industrial, 
purposes  and  70,000  gallons  per  day  for  domestic  use,  Conpared  y/ith  the 
figures  for  the  year  1955,  approximately  l6,500  gallons  more  were  pimped  per 
day  of  which  13,600  gallons  were  taken  for  industrial  purposes* 

The  average  domestic  consumption  per  head  per  day  amounted  to  15  gallons. 

Water  samples  y/ere  taken  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  both  ChemicaJ.  and  Bacteriological 
examination,  A  copy  of  the  Chemical  Analysis  Puqport  is  given  as  an  appendix. 
In  addition  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for 
Bacteriological  examination  only  and  the  results  shoived  that  the  water  supply 
to  the  town  was  bacterLo logically  of  a  highly  satisfactory  standard. 

Practically  all  houses  v/ithin  the  district  have  a  piped  water  supply, 
either  direct  into  the  house  or  to  writhin  the  curtilege  of  the  house. 

There  were  no  extensions  to  the  y\rater  mains  during  the  year. 


ERAINAGE  A!E)  SEWERACS. 


During  the  year  under  reviev/  work  proceeded  on  Contract  ’A’  Reconnection 
to  Seivers,  Area  B,  All  yrork  included  in  this  contract  to  reconnect  the  sink 
and  bath  wastes  of  133  properties  was  completed  giving  o^vners  a  drain  uyithin 
the  curtilege  of  their  premises  to  yrhich  a  water  closet  could  be  connected. 

Work  was  also  conmienced  on  Contract  ’B'  ,  Reconnection  to  the  Sewers,  Area  No. 2, 
for  the  reconnection  of  a  further  118  properties. 

Works  were  also  completed  on  the  conversion  and  connection  to  the  se-wer 
of  50  Council  houses  where  the  sanitary  accommodation  consisted  of  pail  closets. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  14  pi^operties  having  cesspools  only,  and  88 
properties  vdth  vault  or  pail  closets  provided  as  sanitary  accommodation,  were 
connected  and/or  converted  and  connected  to  the  new  sewer  by  their  ovners. 
Grants  of  £20  or  half  the  sum  of  the  cost  of  a  complete  connectinn,  vThichever 
is  the  least;  or  grants  of  up  to  £10  for  connection  of  a  wat*er  closet  only 
where  the  Council  have  themselves  reconnected  the  sink  virastes  free  of  charge, 
have  been  paid  to  oy/ners.  During  the'  year  58  such  grants  ivere  authorised  for 
payment  by  the  Council. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  changes  during  the  year  were  as  folloyT-s:- 

(i)  Addition  of  26  water  closets  for  nev;  houses. 

(ii)  Conversion  of  88  vaults  and  pails  to  water  closets. 


The  weekly  collection  of  soil,  from  every  premise  having  a  pail  closet,  has 
been  carried  out  by  Contract,  Means  of  disposal  was  to  farm  land  and/or- to 
small  pits  on  a  site  ov/ned  by  the  Council  and  situated  well  outside  the  town  area. 

Vaults  and  cesspools  y/ere  emptied,  as  required,  by  contract  and  as  a  free 
service  to  the  occupiers.  The  number  of  vaults  and  cesspools  emptied  in  this  uvay 
was  as  foUoy/s:- 
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Cons  erv  an  cy  ( Co  nt  ’  d ) . 


Cesspools  •••  •••  •••  65 

'V  noil  Is  •••  •••  •••  «•#  33 

REFUSE  OQILaCTION  AKD  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  on  a  oveekly  basis  and  covers  the  ■ 
whole  district  except  for  approximately  12  properties  which,  because  of  their  " 
extreme  isolation  from  the  collection  routes,  cannot  be  accomiio dated.  The 
collection  is  direct  from  the  houses  and  where  possible  rear  collections  are 
made.  The  type  of  vehicle  used  was  a  side  loading,  rear  tipping,  7  cubic 
yard  Fordson,  manned  by  a  Driver- loader  and  3  loaders  but  in  liarch  this  vehicle 
was  replaced  by  a  "Karri er  ‘side  loading,  rear  tipping  vehicle  of  12  cubic  yards 
capacity. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  collection  of  Trade  Refuse  at  a  fixed  quarterly 
charge  v/hich  vairies  mth  the  number  of  bins  collected  from  each  premise. 

The  means  of  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  send -controlled  tip]ping  at  disused 
pits  outside  the  built-up  area  of  the  tov/n.  One  member  of  the  vehicle  crew 
carries  out  tip  maintenance  on  2-^  days  in  every  week.  During  the  year  the 
i/Lundford  Road  tip  v/as  filled  and  sealed  off  mth  top  soil  -  by  intensive  and 
successive  treatments  the  old  pit  and  surrounding  areas  were  cleared  of  rats. 

After  the  closing  of  the  liindford  ?Load  pit,  the  pit  in  Croxton  Roa-d  was 
brought  into  use.  Regular  inspections  of  the  tip  were  made  and  periodic  treat¬ 
ments  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operator  to  destroy  rats. 

HOU-SENg. 

Slum  Clearance. 

As  a  result  of  my  survey  of  houses  in  1953  it  v/as  considered  that  140  houses 
were  uirfit  for  human  habitation  and  should  be  dealt  yd.th  in  accordance  mth  the 
larovisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  over  a  peib-od  of  six  yea’s. 

The  follomng  table  summarises  action  taken  during  the  year:- 

Nuniber  of  defects  remedied  by  informal  action  .  ...  67 

ilumber  of  demolition  orders  made  during  the  yesjr .  12 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  during  the  year  .  ...  1 

Undertakings  by  ovmers  not  to  re-let  dr/ellings  until 

repairs  completed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  3  ' 

A  preliminary  survey  of  two  areas  in  the  tovm  was  cariied  out  and  a  short 
report  given  to  Council  as  to  the  possibility  of  treating  these  two  areas  as 
Clearance  Areas. 

Housing  Act,  1949  -  Improvement  Grants. 

An  increasing  number  of  ovners  took  advantage  of  the  facilities  i^rovided 
under  the  above  Act  to  make  applications  to  the  Council  for  grait  aj.d  to 
inprove  their  houses.  The  usual  improvements  covered  by  the  grants  were  "for  ■' 
the  installation  of  baths,  sinks,  hot  and  cold  water  suioply,  v/ater  closets, 
drainage,  proper  ventilation  and  facilities  for  the  storage  of  food.  19  such 
applications  were  made.  The  grant  is  conditional  upon  the  house  being  brought 
into  a  good  state  of  repair  and  to  that  end  detailed  inspections  of  each  house 
were  made  and  full  schedules  of  the  works  required  'were  prepared  and  forwarded 
to  the  owners  concerned.  On  receipt  of  these  schedules  three  applications  were 
droxDped. 

The  total  amount  ranking  for  grant  for  the  I6  applications  amounted  to 
£3j^iR6. 
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Housinr;  Act,  1949  -  Imparov anent  Grants  (Cbnt*d). 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  vrorks  of  Iniprovement  to  50  Council  houses 
to  provide  bathrooms,  water  closets  and  sinks  vras  coiipleted. 

ikimber  of  neviT  houses  erected  and  occupied  was  as  follov/s:- 

Counci  1  Houses  •••  •  o  m  •••  •••  "13 

Private  Dwellings  . .  ...  8 

SAHITARI  INSPECTION  OF  THE  MFA. 


The  follovdng  table  sujTimarises  the  inspections  made  during  the  year  by 
your  Public  Health  In^Dector:- 


Description 

Inspections 

Informal 

notices 

No. 

abated. 

Drainage  of  Premises 

259 

41’ 

41 

Survey  of  house  drainage  for 
connection  to  nevr  sewer 

72 

General  Nui  sances 

1 

1 

O 

1 

i 

58 

55 

Infectious  Diseases 

4 

2  disinfections 

Rats  and  Mice 

See  Section  "Damage  b^r  Pests  Act,  1949”. 

Dangerous  .Structures 

! 

12  I  5 

5 

Verminous  and  filthy  premises 

'  !  5 - 

22  j  4  disinfestations 

I 

6 

Housing  Investigations  (re 
application  for  Council  Houses 

I 

)  10  I 

Housing  General 

207 

See  Section  "Housing". 

Factories 

11 

11 

Bakehouses 

9 

1 

1 

But  ch  er  s  Shop  s 

60 

9 

9 

Pood  Shops  and  Premises 

1  32 

29 

29 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

^8 

4 

... 

4  ■ 

Fried  Pish  Shops 

15 

3 

3 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

25 

— 1 

# 

Dairies 

9 

Market  Stalls 

84 

6 

6 

Public  Houses 

10 

2 

2 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

8 

- 

- 

Slaught  erhous  e  s 

279 

3 

9 


PEEVEOTIOM  OF  pmca:  by  pests  act,  1949» 


The  Council  ernploy  one  man  on  a  xoart-time  basis  for  the  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice.  The  iledent  Operator  attended  a  pLefresher  Course 
arranged  by  the  Ministry’s  Infestation  Control  Division  which  T/a.s  intended 
to  keexD  operators  up  to  date 'in  methods  of  rodent  control  and  to  enliven 
their  interest  in  the  work. 

The  undermentioned  inspections  and  course  of  treatments  have  been 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  wliich  states 
that  -  "It  will  be  the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  as  far  as  is  ]practicable  that  their  district  is 
kept  free  from  rats  and  mice." 

It  will  be  noted  that  ever^r  dv/elling,  business  ]premise,  farm,  allotment 
in  fact  every  ]property  within  the  Eorou^  boundary  -  received  at  least  one 
visit  during  the  year. 
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Type  of  property  ; 

1 

. 

. 

No  n-Agri  cultural 

■  1 

Local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

(1) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc. 
Co-unci  1 
Houses) 
(2) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Preimi  se  s  ) 

(3) 

:  Total 
of 

Col  s , 

1 

&  3» 

(4) 

1 

1 

Agri¬ 

cultural, 

(5) 

I,  Number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority' s 

District 

20 

12f89 

\ 

297 

1806 

11 

II.  Number -of  properties 
in^Dected  as  a  result 
of 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g*  v/hen 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

17 

4 

21 

20 

1472 

293 

- 1 

1785 

11 

IV.  Number  of  prox^erbies 

■inspected  (in  Sect.  Il)’ 

■  %7hi ch  Yv^er e  f ound  to  be 
'infested  by ; ■ 

■  •  •  (Fiinor 

•  r-u\  •'■(Major-  '  ■ 

■  ■■  {Minor  •  . 

•  10 

•45 

11 

66 

6 

.  .  _ 

- 

- 

,  ■  1 

- 16 

2 

19 

1 

" . 1 

V.  Number  of  infested 

properties  (in  Sect.IV) 
treated  by  the  L.A. 

11 

57 

6 

74 

! 

_ 

VE  .  Total  trea-tments  carried 
out  -  including  re¬ 
treatments 

VII.  Number  of  notices  served 
■under  Section  A  of  the 

Act : 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

7 

7 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

j 

VEII. Number  of  cases  in  Y/hich 
default  action  was  taken 
follo'wing  the  issue  of  a 
notice  -under  Sect.  4  of 
the  Act. 

« 

Maintenance  treatment  for  rats 
in  sev/ers. 

All  new  se\Yers  in  the  toYm  vrere  test  baited.  No 

takes  of  x^rebait  lyere  observed  over  a  xaeriod  of  7 
days.  It  has  no'Y  been  recommended  by  the  Ministi^A 

of  Agricult-ure,  Fisheries  and  food  (^Inf esta.tion 
Control  Division)  that  no  further  tost  baiting  is 
necessary  until  December,  1957-  1^  "tke  meantime 

Vertical  Block  Control  methods  are  recommended  if 
any.  s-urface  infestation  found  is  susxoected  of  having 
connection  with  adjacent  sewers. 

Note ;  The  above  figures  in  each  case  relate  to  the  number  of  properties  inspected  and 
not  to  the  number  of  in^Dcctions,  infestations  or  treatments  at  each  property;-. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


(i )  Milk  Supply. 

IvUlk  Distribution  has  been  satisfactory  and  the  one  dairy  situated  in  the 
district  has  maintained  a  good  standard  of  cleanliness.  pLegular  insT)ections  of 
all  vehicles ‘used  in  the  area  for  the  distribution  of  milk  have  been  made  to 
ensure  that  cleanliness  v/as  observed  by  personnel  to  prevent  contamination  of 
milk  in  transit. 


There  are  four  registered  distributors  of  milk  in  the  District,  two  of  whom 
hold  Dealers  licences  to  retail  "Pasteurised''  itilk  and  the  other  two  hold 
)Supplementary  licences  to  retail  "Pasteurised"  Millc  and  "Tuberculin  Tested"  Milk. 
All  supplies  of  pasteurised  Milk  are  obtained  from  pasteurising  plauibs  outside  t 
the  district. 


(ii )  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


A  considerable  quantity  of  meat  and  other  foods  virere  examined  during  the 
year  resulting  in  the  following  list  of  foods  being  condemned  and  destroyed  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption: - 


Tomato  Puree  ...  ...  . .  • 

Tinned  Peaches  . 

Tinned  Corned  Beef  ...  . . . 

Tinned  Corned  Mutton  ..  ... 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  ...  • . • 

Wet  Fa sh  ..  ...  ...  ... 

Various  other  tinned  foods  .. 


•  *  P 

\ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 


2795  lbs. 
3o6  lbs. 
234  lbs. 

93  lbs. 

18  lbs. 
14  lbs. 
186  tins. 


The  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  was  by  incineration  carried  out 
mainly  at  the  Corporation  tip. 

MEAT. 

Slaught  erhou  se  s . 


The  tvro  private  slaughterhouses  licenced  in  1934  for  a  period  of  five  years 
continued  to  serve  three  of  the  six  butchers  shops  in  the  area.  The  three 
butchers  Y/ho  do  not  kill  for  themselves  obtain  their  meat  supjplies  from  outside 
the  Borough  area. 

One  slaughterhouse  has  been  approved  as  a  Deadvireight  Certification  Centre 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agri. culture,  Fisheries  and  Pood  where  pigs  only  may  be 
presented  by  producers  and  certified  as  eligible  for  the  guarantee  payments 
under  the  Fat  stock  Guarantee  Scheme.  Your  Public  Health  Inspector  is  the 
appointed  Certif3ring  Officer  for  Y;-hich  a  fee  is  payable. 

317  pigs  were  weighed  and  certified  as  eligible' for  the  gtiairantee  pa3nnent 
under  the  Scheme. 

Although  the  number  of  animals  killed  has  not  been  large,  some  279  visits 
have  been  paid  to  the  slaughterhouses  necessitated  by  the  frequency  of 
slaughtering  in  smal.l  quantities. 

The  general  quality  of  the  animals  insjpected  at  the •  slaughterhouses  has 
been  good,  mainly  because  the  butchers  have  been  able  to  select  the  animals  at 
markets  and  have  not  been  forced  to  take  the  first  that  comes.  The  total 
amount  of  fresh  meat  and  offad  condemned  as  unsound  and  unfit  for  food  v/as 
1224  lbs.  of  which  338  lbs.  was  tubercular. 
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si  a-u^ht  erhou  se  s  ( Co  nt  ’  d ) . 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  v/hole  or  in  part. 


i 

Cattle 
Excluding 
Co\7s  • 

Cows. 

Calves. 

1 

- '  — - - 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

i 

i 

Horses. 

Number  Id. lied 

199 

_ 

4 

386 

597 

- 

Number  inspected 

199 

4 

386 

597 

1 

1  All  diseases 

I  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

C^/sticerci 

IVhole  carcases 
condemned 

• 

\ 

1 

i 

i  Carcases  of 
j  ’.Thich  some  part 
!  or  organ  v/as 

I  condaiined 

'Ilf 

12 

15 

I  Percentage  of 
j  the  number 

J  inspected 
affected  vdth 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

27.l4fo 

3.37^a 

2  •  68^0 

Tuberculosis  only 

‘i^o-le  carcases 
condemned 

Caresses  of 
v/hich  soime  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned 

8 

..  . 

• 

21 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  vdth 
tuberculo  si  s 

4.02fo 

3.52% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  v/as 
condemned 

. 

•  1 

.  .1 

* 

•  • 

i 

Car ca  s  e  s 
w  treatment  by 

refrigeration 

* 

i 

Generalised  and  • • 
totally 

condemned  *  •  ■ 

f  > 

"•  1 

— 1. 1 
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J^ood  Premises. 


NeT/  legislation  in  the  form  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  "1955,  and  The  Pood 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1957*  The 
ne\7  Regulations  gave  added  xDOwers  to  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and 
cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  the  handling  and  trapping  of  food.  Briefly 
the  Regulations  dealt  vd.th  the  requirements  relating  to  (l  )  persons  engaged  in 
handling  food;  (2)  Pood  promises,  including  facilities  for  personal 
cleanliness,  washing  of  food  and  equipment,  provision  of  sinics  and  wash  hand 
basins  with  supplies  of  hot  and  cold  ivater,  and  for  the  general  good  construction 
and  repair  and  cleanliness  of  the  structure  of  food  rooms;  and  (3)  the 
requirements  relating  to  stalls,  and  the  transport  aind  handling  of  meat,  plus 
many  other  provisions  connected  v/ith  the  supply  of  dean  food. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  at  all  the  food  businesses  in  the  district 
when  advice  was  given  and  the  n&j  Regulations  discussed.  Where  necessary 
letters  were  sent  requesting  certain  v/orks  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  the  nev/ 
standards  required. 

In  addition  to  the  personal  approach  on  the  subject  of  clean  food.  Abstracts 
of  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations,  together  with  posters  to  bring  the  attention 
of  food  traders  and  aRl  persons  handling  food  to  the  iirportance  of  preventing 
contamination  of  food  by  flies,  dirt,  infected  hands  etc.,  were  sent  to  all 
occupiers  of  food  premises. 

The  general  public  may  also  help  in  the  clean  food  can^iaign  by  conplaihing 
at  food  premises  concerned  of  any  unhygienic  i^ractices  they  may  notice  such  as 
blovri-ng  into  paper  bags;  licking  fingers  vihen  pidcing  up  wrapping  paper;  or 
handling  food  w/ith  dirly  hands  and  nails;  wearing  dirty  protective  clothing, 
smoking  in  rooms  v/here  open  food  is  kept. 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  l6  of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  is  as  follows 

(l  )  For  the  purpose  of  ’’the  preiDaration  of  fish  by  any  process  of 

cooking,  for  sale  for  human  consunption”  . .  ...  3 

(2)  For  the  purpose  of  the  "sale  of  Ice-cream"  ..  ...  .  12 

(3)  For  the  purpose  of  "the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended 
for  sale  for  human  consuiption  including  the  preparation  of 

meat  by  any  process  of  cooking  . .  .  6 

The  number  of  food  praidses  in  the  area  by  type  of  business  is  as  follovirs:- 


Type  of 

Business 

— 1 

No. 

Cafes,  Restaurants  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

#  •  • 

15 

Greengrocers  . 

#  •  # 

•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

.14 

Grocers  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20 

Confectionery,  Cakes  etc. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

26 

Public  Houses  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

16 

Fried  Fish  , Shops  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  # 

•  #  • 

3 

Wet  Fish  Shops . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Bakehouses  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

General  Stores . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

10 

Butchers  Shops  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

Sale  of  Ice-Cream  ... 

•  •  9 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

12 

lD0j_!iri0s  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 
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Ice-Cream. 


There  are  tv/elve  premises  registered  in  accordance  vdth  Section  16  of  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  only  of  Ice-Cream.  In  all  cases  the 
Ice-Cream  is  sold  as  ivrapped. 

Thirty- tiYO  saiiples  \7ere  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
Bacteriological  examination  and  the  reports  received  sliOY/ed  the  samples  to  be 
graded  as  under :- 

...  ...  ...  ...  31 

...  ...  ...  ...  1 


C2rade  I  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Crade  IX  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


FACT0PIE3  ACTS ,  1  937  &  1  9A8 . 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 


1  •  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inflections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inf)ectors). 


t 

1 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Regi  st  er 

1 

Number^  of  i 

!  Y/ritden 

j 

Inspections  j  Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  v/hich 
Sections  1  ,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

1 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  vfhich  Section  7 
is, enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

39 

.  .  -  .67 

9 

(iii)Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding 
out -workers* 
preiTii  se  s) 

11 

51 

2 

- 

Total 

51 

124 

11 

FACTOREES  ACTS .  i  937  &  1  948 . 

Part  I  of  the  Act  (Cont*d) 
2.  Cases  in  vfhich  Defects  were  found. 


I 

I 

Particulars-  ■ 

rb;[mber  of  cases  in  vtiich  defects  v\rere  found 

1 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions 

7/ere 

instituted 

Found 

Reniedi  ed 

Ref  e: 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

cred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

mm 

Ov  er  cro'.^di  n^-; 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tenrperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadecjuate  ventilation 

— 

— 

- 

—  . . -  — • 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

7 

7 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•  -  . . - 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork 

6 

6 

r 

Total 

»- .  -  -  -  . -  -1 - . — 

16 

16 

- 

- 

- 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Out:/ork. 


(Sections  110  and  Hi). 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  110 

Section  111  j 

No .  of 
out- 
Y7orkers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
b3r  Sect. 
110(l  )(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the  Council. 

No.  of 
pro  se- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supp  ly 
li  st  s . 

No .  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
Y7hole- 

some 

premises. 

Noti¬ 

ces 

ser¬ 

ved. 

Pro  se -  I 
cutions. 

'Wearing  apparel 
(Making  etc. ) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I  have  the  ho:. .our  to  he, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  C.  R.  ROBINSON, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 

-  16  ~ 


.CTEKIDIX. 


Lincolne  Sutton  Sc  ¥ood, 

Anal ^rbi cal  and  Consulting  Cheinists, 
Clarence  House, 

6  Clarence  Road, 

Non^/icli. 


1 3th  August ,  1 956 , 


Cert.  No,  433H 
Lab.  No.  3890//7. 


CERTIRIGATE  OP  ATTALYSES  OP  WATER. 


Sample  received  1  st  August,  1956  from  Thetford  Borough. 
Marked  Public  SuiDjply  taken  fron  reservoir  at  Water-vorks. 
Appearance  vlien  received  cleaur. 

Nature  of  Deposit  nil. 

Colour  nil  Odour  nil. 

Reaction  faintly  alkaline  pH  7*8  Taste  satisfactory. 


RESULTS  OP  CfnivilCAL.  ANALYSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 


Ammo  ni  acal  ni  trog  en :  0 . 01 

Albuminoid  nitrogen;  0.02 

Nitrate  nitrogen;  8 

Nitrite  rr^trogen;  nil 

Chlorine  as  chlorides;  22 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hr.  27°  C):  0.22 


Hardness  as  GaCO^: 

Total;  240 

Carbonate  (temporary);  200 
Non-  carbo nat  e  (p  ermanent ) :  1+0 
Alkalinity  as  CaC03:  200 

Pree  carbon  dioxide.’  7*5 


Total  solids  (at  180°  G. ) : 
Iron  (total): 

Metals  in  solution:  Zinc, 


380 

nj.l 

Lead  and  Copper 
nil. 


OPINION. 


There  is  little  difference  betvyeen  this  analysis  and  those  of  iDrevious 
occasions.  The  orgaarLc  quality  is  very  good  and  the  chemical  analysis  shous 
no  sign  of  pollution.  The  total  hardness  is  appro ximahel^^  17°  Clark,  and  the 
reaction  of  the  v'ater  is  .such  that  it  s.'-ould  not  be  expected  to  have  any  serious 
corrosive  action  on  metals.  The  sample  was  free  from  metallic  contamination  and 
its  clarity,  odour  and  ta-ste  were  aRl  satisfactor3’‘.  In  our  opinion  this  v/ater 
is  very  suitable  for  dri.nld.ng  and  general  purposes. 

(Signed)  Lincbl!H.e''‘’Su;tton  and  Wood. 
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